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Fulwood and Cadley
Geography Curriculum





Geography Curriculum Intent
At our school, the geography curriculum aims to inspire pupils’ curiosity and fascination about the world and its people. Through the study of places, people, environments and natural processes and how physical and human processes interact to shape places, environments and communities over time. 
Our geography curriculum is designed so that pupils:
· Develop secure locational knowledge of the world, including continents, countries and key physical features.
· Understand the relationship between people and the environment.
· Gain knowledge of key physical processes such as rivers, climate, tectonic activity and environmental change.
· Develop an awareness of global issues including sustainability and climate change.
· Become responsible global citizens who understand how human actions impact the planet.
Units have been carefully sequenced so pupils begin with their local environment before expanding their knowledge to the United Kingdom, Europe and the wider world.
Curriculum Implementation
Geography is taught through a balance of substantive knowledge (key geographical facts and concepts) and disciplinary knowledge (the skills used by geographers).
Lessons are structured around geographical enquiry, encouraging pupils to ask questions about places, environments and human activity.
Teaching focuses on:
· locational knowledge
· human and physical geography
· geographical enquiry
· mapping and fieldwork skills
· fieldwork investigations
Pupils use a wide range of geographical sources including:
· atlases and globes
· digital mapping tools
· aerial photographs
· satellite images
· fieldwork data
Fieldwork opportunities allow pupils to investigate real environments and collect geographical data to deepen their understanding.
Curriculum Impact
The impact of the geography curriculum is seen in pupils who:
· can confidently locate countries, continents and key geographical features
· understand how physical processes shape landscapes
· recognise how human activity influences the environment
· use geographical vocabulary accurately
· independently ask and investigate geographical questions 
Assessment takes place through:
· pupil discussion
· retrieval quizzes
· geographical enquiry outcomes
· fieldwork investigations
Teachers regularly assess pupils' understanding of key geographical knowledge and skills.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Geography Curriculum Threads
These curriculum threads run throughout every geography unit from EYFS to Year 6. They enable pupils to build geographical knowledge, develop increasingly sophisticated geographical skills and apply their understanding in a range of local, national and global contexts.
Locational Knowledge
Pupils begin in EYFS by exploring their immediate environment before locating their school, local area and the countries of the United Kingdom in Key Stage 1. In Lower Key Stage 2, pupils extend this knowledge to Europe and develop an understanding of latitude, longitude and climate zones. By Upper Key Stage 2, pupils confidently locate and compare continents, countries and globally significant physical and human features using a range of maps, atlases and digital technologies.
Place Knowledge
Pupils develop a sense of place by first exploring their local community before comparing it with contrasting locations across the United Kingdom and the wider world. As they progress, they investigate how physical and human geography shapes settlements, cultures, environments and ways of life, enabling them to understand both the uniqueness of places and the connections between them.
Human and Physical Geography
Pupils begin by identifying simple human and physical features within their local environment before developing an understanding of increasingly complex geographical processes. Throughout the curriculum they investigate rivers, coasts, earthquakes, volcanoes, weather, climate, sustainability, settlements and global trade, recognising how physical processes and human activity interact to shape the world around them.
Geographical Enquiry
Pupils progressively develop the skills of a geographer by asking geographical questions, making observations, collecting evidence and drawing conclusions. They move from simple observations and comparisons in Key Stage 1 to interpreting geographical data, evaluating evidence and explaining geographical patterns and processes with increasing independence by the end of Key Stage 2.
Fieldwork and Mapping
Pupils begin by exploring their school grounds and local area through first-hand observation and simple mapping. As they move through the school, they use increasingly sophisticated fieldwork techniques, including Ordnance Survey maps, aerial photographs, digital mapping, grid references, climate graphs and data analysis to investigate geographical questions and communicate their findings accurately.
Environmental Responsibility and Sustainability
Pupils develop an appreciation of the natural world and understand the importance of caring for their local environment from an early age. As their geographical understanding develops, they investigate environmental change, climate change, sustainability, conservation and global responsibility, enabling them to recognise how individual and collective actions can positively influence the future of the planet.
Whole School Geography Curriculum Overview
	Phase
	Cycle A
	Geography Focus
	Cycle B
	Geography Focus

	EYFS
	Understanding the World
	Exploring the natural world, seasonal change, people, places and environments
	Understanding the World
	Exploring the natural world, seasonal change, people, places and environments

	Years 1 & 2
	Wider UK – Characteristics & Fieldwork
	Local geography, fieldwork, maps and the United Kingdom
	Where do I Live? – Fieldwork
	Local area, fieldwork and geographical enquiry

	
	Polar Explorers: Cold Places
	Continents, oceans, climate and Polar regions
	Seas and Coasts
	Coastal environments and physical geography

	
	Let's Explore London!
	Capital city study and contrasting locality
	Let's Go on Safari: Hot Places
	Contrasting non-European country and hot environments

	Years 3 & 4
	Earthquakes
	Physical geography and natural hazards
	UK Road Trip: Exploring Britain
	Regional geography and fieldwork

	
	Understand the Globe
	Continents, latitude, longitude and climate zones
	Focus Continent: Europe Focus Country Study: Italy
	European place study

	
	Bodies of Water: Rivers
	Rivers and river processes
	Extreme Earth: Volcanoes
	Physical geography and tectonic processes

	Years 5 & 6
	British Geographical Issues: Sustainability
	Environmental responsibility and sustainability
	Fieldwork and Weather Changes
	Climate, weather and advanced fieldwork

	
	Where Food Grows – Trade Links
	Global trade and economic geography
	Focus Continent: South America Focus Country Study: Brazil
	Continental and country study

	
	Focus Continent: North America Focus Country Study: USA, Canada and the Caribbean
	Continental comparison and global geography
	Types of Settlements – Fieldwork
	Human geography, settlements and land use



Progression of Geographical Skills
Locational and Place Knowledge
	Key Stage
	Skill Development

	KS1
	Name and locate the UK, continents and oceans

	LKS2
	Locate countries in Europe and describe regions

	UKS2
	Locate global regions and explain geographical patterns


Human and Physical Geography
	Key Stage
	Skill Development

	KS1
	Identify basic human and physical features

	LKS2
	Describe climate zones, rivers and mountains

	UKS2
	Explain interactions between people and environments


Geographical Enquiry
	Key Stage
	Skill Development

	KS1
	Ask simple geographical questions

	LKS2
	Investigate places using sources and comparisons

	UKS2
	Analyse geographical issues and patterns


Geographical Communication
	Key Stage
	Skill Development

	KS1
	Draw simple maps and describe places

	LKS2
	Present geographical information using maps and diagrams

	UKS2
	Interpret and present geographical data using graphs and digital mapping


Fieldwork Progression
Fieldwork is a key element of the geography curriculum and enables pupils to apply geographical knowledge in real contexts.
	Key Stage
	Fieldwork Experience

	KS1
	School grounds and local area studies

	LKS2
	River Ribble fieldwork and environmental observations

	LKS2
	Woodland or local environmental studies

	UKS2
	Beacon Fell fieldwork investigations

	UKS2
	Preston Docks fieldwork and land use study


Pupils collect data through observation, measurement, sketches, photographs and digital mapping.
Vocabulary Progression
	Key Stage
	Locational Vocabulary
	Human Geography
	Physical Geography
	Fieldwork & Mapping

	Key Stage 1
	continent, ocean, country, capital city, United Kingdom, England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, Equator, North Pole, South Pole
	city, town, village, coast, harbour, port, landmark, school, road, shop, settlement
	weather, climate, season, beach, cliff, coast, sea, river, hill, forest, glacier, ice, snow, hot, cold
	map, globe, atlas, aerial photograph, compass, north, south, east, west, symbol, key, route, fieldwork, observe

	Lower Key Stage 2
	Europe, latitude, longitude, hemisphere, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic Circle, Antarctic Circle, region, county
	tourism, agriculture, transport, industry, land use, population, community, economic activity, urban, rural
	tectonic plate, earthquake, volcano, magma, lava, eruption, fault line, epicentre, river source, tributary, meander, erosion, transportation, deposition, estuary, floodplain, mountain range, biome, vegetation belt
	Ordnance Survey, four-figure grid reference, digital map, scale, contour, compass points, data collection, sketch map, survey, geographical enquiry

	Upper Key Stage 2
	North America, South America, Caribbean, trade route, global, international, region, biome
	sustainability, renewable energy, non-renewable energy, imports, exports, trade, Fairtrade, migration, urbanisation, conservation, deforestation, economic development, settlement pattern, infrastructure
	climate zone, biodiversity, ecosystem, rainforest, grassland, desert, natural resource, weather system, climate change, pollution, conservation, environmental impact
	six-figure grid reference, GIS, satellite imagery, thematic map, climate graph, population map, field sketch, sampling, data analysis, interpretation, evaluation, presentation



Cultural Capital
Our geography curriculum provides pupils with opportunities to develop a broader understanding of the world and their place within it.
This includes:
· local geography studies of Preston and surrounding areas
· exploration of different cultures and environments around the world
· study of global environmental issues such as climate change
· fieldwork experiences in natural environments
· comparison of different regions and lifestyles
These opportunities help pupils develop global awareness and an appreciation of the diversity of places and people.
Monitoring and Evaluation
The geography subject leader monitors the effectiveness of the curriculum through:
· book scrutiny
· pupil voice
· lesson visits
· curriculum review
These processes ensure that the geography curriculum remains ambitious, coherent and effective for all pupils.





Geographical Knowledge and Skills Progression Map


Geographical Skills: Communicate information
Geographical skills: sources and information
Geographical Skills: Fieldwork
Geographical skills: Enquiry and Investigation
Human and Physical Geography
Locational and Place Knowledge




Curriculum Aims
 The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils: 
· Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes.

· Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time.

· Be competent in the geographical skills needed to:
· collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes
· interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes and aerial photographs
· Communicate geographical information in various ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.
Knowledge and Skill Progression
EYFS
Understanding the World
· Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.
· Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
· Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter

		           Whole School Knowledge and Skill Progression 
Geography Curriculum Map: Cycle A

	Years 1 & 2
Classes 3, 4 & 5
	
Wider UK – Characteristics  Field Work 
	
Polar Explorers: Cold Places 
	
Let’s Explore London

	Years 3 & 4
Classes 6, 7 & 8
	
Earthquakes
	Understand the Globe
	
Bodies of water: Rivers

	Years 5 & 6
Classes 9, 10 &  11
	British Geographical Issues:
Sustainability
	Where food grows- trade links
	Focus Continent: North America
Focus Country Study: USA, Canada and the Caribbean




		           Whole School Knowledge and Skill Progression 
Geography Curriculum Map: Cycle B

	Years 1 & 2
Classes 3, 4 & 5
	
Where do I live? Fieldwork 
	
Seas and Coasts
	
Let’s go on Safari: Hot places
Contrast with the UK

	Years 3 & 4
Classes 6, 7 & 8
	
UK Road Trip:
Exploring Britain - Fieldwork
	Focus Continent: Europe
Focus Country Study: Italy
	Extreme Earth:
Volcanoes 

	Years 5 & 6
Classes 9, 10 &  11
	
Field Work and Weather Changes
	Focus Continent: South America
Focus Country Study: Brazil
	Types of Settlements - Fieldwork






Geography Curriculum Overview: Years 1 & 2
In Key Stage 1, pupils begin to develop their geographical knowledge through a carefully sequenced curriculum that starts with their local area before extending to the United Kingdom and the wider world. Through the study of fieldwork, coasts, London, the Polar regions and contrasting hot places, pupils develop an understanding of human and physical geography, weather and climate, and the similarities and differences between places. They use first-hand fieldwork, simple maps, atlases, globes, aerial photographs and geographical enquiry to develop locational knowledge, geographical vocabulary and the skills needed to observe, compare and describe the world around them.
Geography Skill Progression (Lancashire Assessment Materials)
	Locational and Place Knowledge
	Human and Physical Geography
	Geographical Skills
Enquiry and Investigation
	Geographical Skills
Fieldwork
	Geographical Skills: Interpret a Range of Sources of Geographical Information
	Geographical Skills:
Communicate Geographical Information

	Year 1
· Name and locate some places in their locality, the UK and wider world.

Year 2
· Name and locate significant places in their locality, the UK and wider world.
	Year 1
· Describe some places and features using basic geographical vocabulary.
· Express their views on some features of their environment e.g. what they do or do not like.

Year 2
· Describe places and features using simple geographical vocabulary.
· Make observations about features that give places their character.
	Year 1
· Ask and answer simple geographical questions.
· Describe some similarities and differences when studying places and features e.g. hot and cold places of the world.

Year 2
· Ask and answer simple geographical questions when investigating different places and environments.
· Describe similarities, differences and patterns e.g. comparing their lives with those of children in other places and environments.
	Year 1
· Observe and describe daily weather patterns.
· Use simple fieldwork and observational skills when studying the geography of their school and its grounds.

Year 2
· Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns.
· Develop simple fieldwork and observational skills when studying the geography of their school and local environment.
	Year 1
· Use a range of sources such as simple maps, globes, atlases and images.
· Know that symbols mean something on maps.

Year 2
· Use a range of sources such as maps, globes, atlases and aerial photos to identify features and places as well as to follow routes.
· Use simple compass directions as well as locational and directional language when describing features and routes.
	Year 1
· Use maps and other images to talk about everyday life e.g. where they live, journeys to school etc.
· Draw, speak or write about simple geographical concepts such as what they can see where.

Year 2
· Express views about the environment and can recognise how people sometimes affect the environment.
· Create their own simple maps and symbols.




	Year 1 & 2 Geography Curriculum Map: Cycle A

	Years 1 & 2
	Wider UK – Characteristics & Fieldwork
	Polar Explorers: Cold Places
	Let's Explore London!

	Locational Knowledge
	• Name and locate the four countries of the UK and their capital cities.
• Identify surrounding seas.
• Locate the local area within the UK
.• Use simple maps, atlases and globes to identify places.
	• Locate the seven continents and five oceans.
• Identify the North Pole and South Pole.
• Locate hot and cold places in relation to the Equator and the Poles.
• Develop simple world map knowledge.
	• Locate London within England and the United Kingdom.
• Identify London as the capital city.
• Locate key landmarks using maps and aerial photographs.
• Begin comparing London with the local area.

	Place Knowledge
	• Explore similarities and differences between the local area and another area within the UK
.• Understand why places are different.
	• Compare life in polar regions with life in the UK.
• Recognise how climate influences where people and animals live.
	• Compare London with a contrasting non-European location.
• Identify similarities and differences in human and physical geography.

	Human & Physical Geography
	• Identify key human and physical features in the local area.
• Use geographical vocabulary to describe settlements, land use and landscapes.
• Observe seasonal change during fieldwork.
	• Identify weather patterns and climate in polar regions.
• Recognise physical features including ice, snow, glaciers and oceans.
• Understand how people adapt to cold environments.
	• Identify London's human features (buildings, transport, landmarks)
.• Recognise physical features including the River Thames.
• Explain how people use and change places.

	Geographical Skills & Fieldwork
	• Conduct fieldwork within the school grounds and local park.
• Use simple maps, aerial photographs and compass directions.• Collect observations and present findings using simple maps and symbols.
	• Interpret maps, photographs and globes.
• Use simple geographical vocabulary to describe locations
.• Compare information from different geographical sources.
	• Use maps, aerial photographs and digital images to investigate London.
• Create simple sketch maps with keys.
• Use geographical enquiry to answer questions about places.




	Year 1 & 2 Geography Curriculum Map: Cycle B

	Years 1 & 2
	Where do I live? – Fieldwork
	Seas and Coasts
	Let's Go on Safari: Hot Places Contrast with the UK

	Locational Knowledge
	• Locate the school and local area on simple maps.
• Identify the four countries of the UK and their capital cities
.• Name the surrounding seas.
• Use simple maps, atlases and aerial photographs to locate familiar places.
	• Locate seas and coastal areas surrounding the United Kingdom.
• Identify the world's seven continents and five oceans.
• Locate coastal places using maps and globes.
	• Locate Africa on a world map and globe.
• Identify the Equator and explain why some places are hotter than others.
• Locate a contrasting non-European country.

	Place Knowledge
	• Explore similarities and differences between the local area and another place in the UK.
• Develop a sense of place through first-hand fieldwork.
• Understand why the local area is special.
	• Compare coastal environments with inland locations.
• Explore how people use seaside environments.
• Compare local physical and human features with those found at the coast.
	• Compare a small area of Africa with the local area.
• Identify similarities and differences in homes, schools, landscapes and daily life.
• Develop respect for different cultures and environments.

	Human & Physical Geography
	• Identify key human features such as houses, roads, shops and schools.
• Identify physical features including trees, parks, rivers and hills.
• Observe seasonal changes during fieldwork.
	• Identify physical features including beaches, cliffs, coasts, dunes and the sea.
• Identify human features such as harbours, piers, ports and tourism.
• Understand how weather affects coastal environments.
	• Identify physical features including savannahs, rivers and mountains.
• Identify human features such as villages, towns and settlements.
• Understand how climate influences animals, plants and people.

	Geographical Skills & Fieldwork
	• Carry out simple fieldwork around the school and local area.
• Use simple compass directions and locational language.
• Create simple sketch maps using basic symbols and keys.
• Record observations using photographs and drawings.
	• Use maps, globes, aerial photographs and images to investigate coastal places.
• Interpret simple geographical information from different sources.
• Use geographical vocabulary accurately to describe features.
	• Use world maps, atlases and globes to locate hot places.
• Compare photographs, maps and aerial images.
• Ask geographical questions and communicate findings using simple maps, diagrams and labelled drawings.





Geography Curriculum Overview: Years 3 & 4
In Lower Key Stage 2, pupils extend their geographical knowledge beyond the local area to develop a secure understanding of the United Kingdom, Europe and the wider world. Through the study of rivers, earthquakes, volcanoes, continents and countries, pupils explore significant human and physical geographical features and the processes that shape them. They develop increasingly sophisticated geographical skills through fieldwork, map work, the use of atlases, digital mapping, four-figure grid references and the eight points of the compass. Pupils use geographical enquiry to ask questions, compare places, interpret evidence and explain how physical and human geography influence the world around them.
Geography Skill Progression (Lancashire Assessment Materials)
	Locational and Place Knowledge
	Human and Physical Geography
	Geographical Skills
Enquiry and Investigation
	Geographical Skills
Fieldwork
	Geographical Skills: Interpret a Range of Sources of Geographical Information
	Geographical Skills:
Communicate Geographical Information

	Year 3
· Name and locate a wider range of places in their locality, the UK and wider world.

Year 4
· Name and locate a wider range of places in their locality, the UK and wider world including some globally significant features.
	Year 3
· Use geographical language to describe some aspects of human and physical features and patterns.
·  Make observations about places and features that change over time.

Year 4
· Use geographical language to identify and explain some aspects of human and physical features and patterns.
· Describe how features and places change and the links between people and environments.
	Year 3
· Ask and answer more searching geographical questions when investigating different places and environments.
· Identify similarities, differences and patterns when comparing places and features.

Year 4
· Ask and respond to more searching geographical questions including ‘how?’ and ‘why?’
·  Identify and describe similarities, differences and patterns when investigating different places, environments and people.
	Year 3
· Observe, record, and name geographical features in their local environments.

Year 4
· Observe, record, and explain physical and human features of the environment.
	Year 3
· Use a range of sources including digital maps, atlases, globes and satellite images to research and present geographical information.
· Use the eight compass points and recognise some Ordnance Survey symbols on maps.
Year 4
· Use a range of sources including digital and Ordnance Survey maps, atlases, globes and satellite images to research geographical information.
· Recognise Ordnance Survey symbols on maps and locate features using four-figure grid references.
	Year 3
· Express their opinions on environmental issues and recognise how people can affect the environment both positively and negatively.
· Communicate geographical information through a range of methods including the use of ICT.
Year 4
· Express their opinions on environmental issues and recognise that other people may think differently.
· Communicate geographical information through a range of methods including digital maps, plans, graphs and presentations.




	Year 3 & 4 Geography Curriculum Map: Cycle A

	Years 3 & 4
	Earthquakes
	Understand the Globe
	Bodies of Water: Rivers

	Locational Knowledge
	• Locate the world's major tectonic plate boundaries
• Identify countries where earthquakes frequently occur.
• Locate significant earthquakes using maps and atlases.
• Use digital maps to identify areas of seismic activity.
	• Locate the world's continents, oceans and major countries with increasing accuracy
• Understand latitude, longitude, the Equator, Tropics and Polar Circles.
• Identify climate zones and hemispheres.
• Locate major mountain ranges, rivers and deserts.
	• Locate major rivers in the UK and around the world
• Identify the source and mouth of rivers.
• Locate river systems using maps and atlases.
• Recognise the importance of rivers to settlements.

	Place Knowledge
	• Compare how earthquakes affect different countries and communities.
• Explore why some places are more vulnerable than others.
• Understand how physical geography influences human settlement.
	• Compare regions of the world using climate, landscape and human features.
• Explain similarities and differences between different global regions.
• Develop understanding of global connections.
	• Compare rivers locally, nationally and globally.
• Explore how rivers shape landscapes and influence where people live.• Compare settlements located beside rivers with those elsewhere.

	Human & Physical Geography
	• Understand that earthquakes are caused by movement of tectonic plates.
• Identify the physical impacts of earthquakes.
• Explain how people prepare for and respond to natural disasters.
• Use geographical vocabulary including tectonic plates, epicentre, fault line and magnitude.
	• Understand the relationship between latitude and climate
• Identify climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts.
• Explain how physical geography influences human activity and settlement.
• Develop understanding of global physical processes.
	• Understand the processes of erosion, transportation and deposition.
• Identify the features of a river including source, tributary, meander, floodplain, estuary and mouth.
• Explain how rivers change landscapes over time
• Understand the importance of rivers for transport, farming and settlements.

	Geographical Skills & Fieldwork
	• Interpret thematic maps showing tectonic activity.
• Use atlases, digital mapping and satellite images to investigate earthquakes.
• Analyse photographs and geographical evidence.• Ask geographical questions and present findings.
	• Use atlases, globes and digital mapping confidently.
• Use the eight points of the compass
.• Begin using four-figure grid references.• Interpret a range of maps and geographical data.
	• Carry out fieldwork to observe a local river where possible.
• Collect, record and present geographical data.
• Use OS maps, aerial photographs and digital maps.
• Draw sketch maps and annotate geographical features.



	Year 3 & 4 Geography Curriculum Map: Cycle B

	Years 3 & 4
	UK Road Trip: Exploring Britain – Fieldwork
	Focus Continent: EuropeFocus Country Study: Italy
	Extreme Earth: Volcanoes

	Locational Knowledge
	• Locate counties, cities and regions of the UK.
• Identify key physical features including mountains, rivers and coastlines.
• Use OS maps to locate places and routes.
• Use four-figure grid references and the eight points of the compass.
	• Locate Europe and its major countries, capital cities and surrounding seas.
• Locate Italy within Europe.
• Identify significant physical features including the Alps, Mediterranean Sea and major rivers.
• Compare Italy with the United Kingdom.
	• Locate major volcanoes around the world
• Identify the Ring of Fire.
• Locate countries where volcanoes are found.
• Use maps to identify volcanic regions.

	Place Knowledge
	• Compare regions of the United Kingdom
• Identify similarities and differences between rural and urban areas.
• Explore how physical and human geography shape different places
.• Investigate the local area through fieldwork.
	• Compare Italy with the United Kingdom
.• Explore similarities and differences in climate, culture, landscape and settlement.
• Understand how location influences daily life.
• Develop knowledge of European diversity.
	• Compare volcanic regions with non-volcanic regions.
• Explore how volcanoes affect communities and environments.
• Understand why people choose to live near volcanoes despite the risks.

	Human & Physical Geography
	• Identify physical features including mountains, rivers, valleys and coastlines.
• Identify human features including settlements, transport networks and land use.
• Explain how physical features influence settlement and tourism.
	• Identify key physical features including mountains, rivers, volcanoes and coastlines
• Identify human features including cities, agriculture and transport.
• Understand how climate and landscape influence how people live and work.
	• Understand how volcanoes are formed through tectonic activity
• Identify the features of a volcano including magma chamber, vent, crater and lava flow.
• Explain the effects of volcanic eruptions on people and the environment.
• Use geographical vocabulary including tectonic plates, eruption, magma, lava and ash cloud.

	Geographical Skills & Fieldwork
	• Carry out geographical fieldwork using observations, sketch maps and data collection.
• Use OS maps, digital maps and aerial photographs confidently.
• Collect, record and analyse geographical data.• Present findings using maps, graphs and diagrams.
	• Use atlases, globes and digital maps to investigate Europe
• Interpret thematic maps and climate data.
• Compare geographical information from different sources.
• Use four-figure grid references and map keys accurately.
	• Interpret physical and thematic maps showing volcanic activity.
• Analyse photographs, satellite images and geographical evidence.
• Ask geographical questions, draw conclusions and present findings using appropriate geographical vocabulary.



Geography Curriculum Overview: Years 5 & 6
In Key Stage 2, pupils build upon their prior geographical knowledge through a carefully sequenced curriculum that extends from the United Kingdom to Europe, North America and South America. They develop a deep understanding of significant physical and human geographical processes, including rivers, volcanoes, earthquakes, weather, climate, sustainability, settlements and global trade. Pupils increasingly apply their geographical knowledge through fieldwork, digital mapping, map interpretation, data analysis and geographical enquiry, enabling them to explain patterns, evaluate geographical issues and make informed conclusions about the world around them.
Geography Skill Progression (Lancashire Assessment Materials)
	Locational and Place Knowledge
	Human and Physical Geography
	Geographical Skills
Enquiry and Investigation
	Geographical Skills
Fieldwork
	Geographical Skills: Interpret a Range of Sources of Geographical Information
	Geographical Skills:
Communicate Geographical Information

	Year 5
· Name and locate an increasing range of places in the world including globally and topically significant features and events.

Year 6
· Name and locate an extensive range of places in the world including globally and topically significant features and events.
	Year 5
· Use geographical language to identify and explain key aspects of human and physical features and patterns as well as links and interactions between people, places and environments.
· Demonstrate understanding of how and why some features or places are similar or different and how and why they change.
Year 6
· Recognise patterns in human and physical features and understand some of the conditions, processes or changes which influence these patterns.
· Explain some links and interactions between people, places and environments.
	Year 5
· Ask and respond to questions that are more causal e.g. Why is that happening in that place? Could it happen here?
· Recognise geographical issues affecting people in different places and environments.
Year 6
· Ask and respond to questions that are more causal e.g. What happened in the past to cause that?
· How is it likely to change in the future?
· Make predictions and test simple hypotheses about people, places and geographical issues.
	Year 5
· Observe, measure, and record human and physical features using a range of methods e.g. sketch maps, plans, graphs, and digital technologies.
Year 6
· Use a range of numerical and quantitative skills to analyse, interpret and present data collected from fieldwork observations, measurements and recordings.
	Year 5
· Use a range of maps and other sources of geographical information and select the most appropriate for a task.
· Demonstrate an understanding of the difference between Ordnance Survey and other maps and when it is most appropriate to use each.
Year 6
· Interpret a wider range of geographical information and maps including scale, projections, thematic, and digital maps.
· Recognise an increasing range of Ordnance Survey symbols on maps and locate features using six-figure grid references.
	Year 5
· Express and explain their opinions on geographical and environmental issues and recognise why other people may think differently.
· Choose from a range of methods e.g. digital maps, plans, graphs and presentations when communicating geographical information.
Year 6
· Develop their views and attitudes to critically evaluate responses to local geographical issues or global issues and events.
· Communicate geographical information
· using a wide range of methods including writing at increasing length.



	Year 5 & 6 Geography Curriculum Map: Cycle A

	Years 5 & 6
	British Geographical Issues: Sustainability
	Where Food Grows – Trade Links
	Focus Continent: North America Focus Country Study: USA, Canada and the Caribbean

	Locational Knowledge
	• Locate regions of the UK facing environmental challenges. 
• Identify areas of renewable energy production and protected landscapes.
• Use OS maps, atlases and digital mapping to investigate environmental issues.
• Understand regional variation across the UK.
	• Locate major food-producing regions around the world.
• Identify countries involved in global trade.
• Locate trade routes using world maps.
• Explain how climate influences food production.
	• Locate North America and its major countries, capital cities and surrounding oceans.
• Locate the USA, Canada and countries within the Caribbean.
• Identify major physical features including the Rocky Mountains, Great Lakes, Mississippi River and Caribbean Sea.
• Use latitude and longitude to describe locations.

	Place Knowledge
	• Investigate how sustainability affects communities in the UK.
• Compare different approaches to environmental management.
• Explore the impact of human activity on local and national environments.
• Evaluate sustainable solutions.
	• Compare farming and food production in the UK with other countries.
• Explore how climate, land use and resources influence agriculture.
• Understand how global trade connects countries and communities.
• Evaluate the impact of food choices.
	• Compare regions within North America and with the United Kingdom.
• Explore similarities and differences in climate, population, settlements and culture.
• Investigate how physical geography influences human activity.
• Understand regional diversity across North America.

	Human & Physical Geography
	• Understand the causes and impact of climate change.
• Investigate renewable and non-renewable energy sources.
• Explore conservation, pollution and sustainability.
• Explain how human activity affects the environment and how sustainable choices can reduce impact.
	• Understand how climate, soil and natural resources influence food production.
• Explain imports, exports and global trade.
• Investigate Fairtrade and ethical trade.
• Understand the environmental impact of transporting food.
	• Identify key physical features including mountains, rivers, forests, deserts and coastlines.
• Explore population distribution, settlement, transport and economic activity.
• Explain how climate influences ecosystems and ways of life.
• Investigate natural resources and tourism across North America.

	Geographical Skills & Fieldwork
	• Collect and analyse environmental data.
• Use fieldwork to investigate sustainability within the local area.
• Interpret maps, graphs and environmental data.
• Present geographical conclusions using evidence.
	• Use maps, atlases, graphs and trade data to investigate food production.
• Interpret climate graphs and distribution maps.
• Analyse geographical information from a range of sources.
• Draw conclusions about global trade using evidence.
	• Use atlases, OS maps, digital mapping and satellite imagery confidently.
• Interpret climate graphs, population maps and thematic maps.
• Analyse geographical evidence to compare places.
• Communicate findings using maps, diagrams and geographical vocabulary.



	Year 5 & 6 Geography Curriculum Map: Cycle B

	Years 5 & 6
	Fieldwork and Weather Changes
	Focus Continent: South America Focus Country Study: Brazil
	Types of Settlements – Fieldwork

	Locational Knowledge
	• Locate areas of the UK and the world experiencing different weather and climate patterns
• Use latitude and longitude to explain variations in climate.
• Identify major climate zones and weather systems.
• Use OS maps and digital mapping confidently during fieldwork.
	• Locate South America and its countries, capital cities and surrounding oceans.
• Locate Brazil and identify major physical features including the Amazon Rainforest, Amazon River and Andes Mountains.
• Use latitude, longitude and hemispheres to describe location accurately.
	• Locate different types of settlements across the UK and the wider world.
• Identify urban, rural and coastal settlements using maps and aerial photographs.
• Use six-figure grid references, OS maps and digital mapping to investigate settlement patterns.

	Place Knowledge
	• Investigate how weather and climate affect the local area and other regions.
• Compare local weather patterns with contrasting climates around the world.
• Evaluate how climate influences people's lives and environments.
• Use fieldwork evidence to identify geographical patterns.
	• Compare Brazil with the United Kingdom.
• Explore similarities and differences in climate, population, settlements, culture and economic activity.
• Understand how physical geography influences the lives of people in Brazil.
• Investigate regional diversity across South America.
	• Compare different settlement types and explain why they have developed in particular locations.
• Investigate how physical and human geography influence settlement patterns.
• Compare settlements locally and nationally using fieldwork evidence.

	Human & Physical Geography
	• Understand the difference between weather and climate.
• Explain factors affecting climate, including latitude, altitude and proximity to the sea.
• Investigate climate change and its impact on people and environments.
• Interpret weather data, climate graphs and geographical evidence.
	• Identify physical features including rainforests, rivers, mountains and grasslands.
• Explore population distribution, settlements, transport, trade and economic activity.
• Investigate environmental issues including deforestation and conservation.
• Explain the relationship between physical geography and human activity.
	• Identify different settlement types including hamlets, villages, towns and cities.
• Explain land use, transport networks and population distribution.
• Understand why settlements develop and change over time.
• Explore sustainable urban development and future planning.

	Geographical Skills & Fieldwork
	• Conduct detailed geographical fieldwork using observations, measurements and data collection.
• Use OS maps, digital mapping, aerial photographs and GIS where appropriate.
• Collect, analyse and present weather data using graphs and charts.
• Draw geographical conclusions supported by evidence.
	• Use atlases, satellite imagery, digital maps and climate graphs to investigate South America.
• Interpret thematic maps and population data
.• Compare geographical information from multiple sources.
• Communicate findings using accurate geographical vocabulary and evidence.
	• Carry out fieldwork investigating settlement patterns within the local area.
• Use six-figure grid references, sketch maps, field sketches and data collection techniques.
• Analyse and evaluate geographical evidence.
• Present findings using maps, graphs, diagrams and written conclusions.
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